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SUNDAY. MAY 7: UNIVERSITY OF DAYfON TO GRADUATE MORE THAN 1,250 
More than 1,250 University of Dayton students will receive their diplomas at 10 a.m. on 
Sunday, May 7, at UD Arena. Receiving honorary degrees will be Evangeline Lindsley, a 103-
year-o~d educator who fought for equality in a local school system; Sister Mary Peter Traviss, 
O.P., a leading contributor to Catholic school research; and Virginia Varga, a pioneer in the 
Montessori movement. 
Of the 1,262 students, 1,051 will receive undergraduate degrees and 205 will receive 
master's degrees. Six students will receive doctoral degrees. 
VICTORIA WINSTON: POVERTY, INJURY DON'T THWART SINGLE MOTHER 
Like most UD seniors, Victoria Winston has had to juggle homework, tests and work. 
Unlike most UD seniors, she's had to juggle a whole lot more. 
The single mother of two boys will receive her bachelor's degree in history on Sunday, 
May 7. The nontraditional road to that goal has been filled with setbacks, including a career-
ending injury as a nurse, a humbling time on welfare and a life carved out in a lower-class 
neighborhood. 
For her resilience, Winston has been named this year's Nora Duffy Award recipient. The 
award is given annually to an "adult learner who has overcome obstacles to achieve a 
bachelor's degree and reflects the Marianist tradition," says Julie Mitchell, director of continuing 
education and summer programming for UD's College of Arts and Sciences. 
"I stay motivated because of the poverty I see," says the 34-year-old Trotwood resident. 
"I see poverty every day, and someone has to speak for poor people." 
A full-time student, Winston also works for the Community Justice Council, a nonprofit 
organization to help improve relations between police and residents. In August she plans to 
earn her master's degree in public administration at UD and become a city manager. 
For media interviews, call Victoria Winston at (937) 854-1661 and Julie Mitchell at 
(937) 229-2347. 
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CRYSTAL SMITH: UD BASKETBALL PLAYER OVERCOMES TRAGEDY 
Crystal Smith has a simple take on life: "Whatever doesn't kill you ma~es you stronger. I 
wake up each day ready ... for whatever/' says the senior communication management major 
who will graduate from the University of Dayton on Sunday, May 7. 
Smith, who will graduate with a 3.0 grade point average, has used that philosophy to 
conquer hardships that would have thwarted most people her age long before their senior year 
in college. For starters, she has struggled with learning disabilities in reading, writing and 
comprehension since middle school. And, for the first 11 years of her life, Smith and her family 
lived in an east-Columbus neighborhood filled with gangs, drug dealers and crack houses. 
"It's been tough/' admits Smith, who was a four-year member of UD's women's 
basketball team. "But I've had a lot of help from many wonderful people. Classes and 
homework came before practice and games. My coaches and instructors made sure of that." 
Tragedy came early for the Smith family when Crystal's mother became paraplegic from 
polio and could no longer take care of the family. Their father raised Crystal and twin Christi 
until his death when the girls were 16. An aunt then took the girls under her wing through their 
remaining high school years. 
"We didn't have a lot growing up," Smith said. "But we received a lot of love from our 
parents. We saw how Mom struggled and how hard Dad worked to get us out of the 
neighborhood and eventually into a nice community. It just comes naturally to work hard." 
For media interviews, contact Crystal Smith at (937) 285-8970. 
SOAMAY GONZALEZ: BEAT LEARNING CHALLENGES TO TEACH OTHERS 
Learning English as a second language-with all its grammatical quirks, rules and 
exceptions- would be hard enough for anyone, says Puerto Rico native Soarnay Gonzalez. 
But Gonzalez also had to overcome dyslexia in order to learn the language and pursue her 
studies when her family moved to the Dayton area in 1988. 
"It was probably the hardest thing I've ever done in my life," said Gonzalez, who now 
speaks fluently but says she still stumbles and "uses dictionaries like crazy." 
And when she receives her master's degree in early childhood education May 7, 
Gonzalez will have taken another giant step in fulfilling her dream of making learning easier for 
others. 
Gonzalez, who spent countless hours listening to radio news to "train" her ear and 
listened to textbook materials recorded on tape, is also completing her fifth year as a pre-
kindergarten teacher at Patterson Kennedy Elementary School, the University's partner school 
in the Rubicon Park District. In those five years, Gonzalez has implemented studies of 
disabilities into her curriculum to raise awareness and improve the attitudes of her young 
charges toward others in the school, which has a relatively large population of students with 
disabilities. She speaks both English and Spanish in the classroom when necessary, and has 
learned basic sign language to help her hearing students communicate with those who are 
hearing-impaired. 
Gonzalez uses role-playing to teach proper behavior and facilitate communication with 
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her students, many of whom deal with issues such as abuse and malnutrition. ( 
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